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You can streamline the estate planning process by coming 
prepared to your first meeting with your estate planning 
attorney. It will be helpful if you have taken some time to 
consider who you would like to name as guardian, executor and 
trustee, as well as who you would generally like to inherit your 
property.

In addition, your attorney will ask for some basic information 
from you in order to best advise you. Below is a list of the 
information and documents that we recommend you make 
available to your estate planning attorney. If you are married, 
you should provide information for each spouse.

If this is not your first meeting with your attorney, it is still 
helpful to come prepared. You may be meeting with the same 
attorney who drafted your initial plan in order to update it. Or 
you may be meeting with a new attorney to update a plan that 
a previous attorney prepared. In either case, it will be useful to 
gather the below information, as it may have changed since you 
last updated or revisited your estate plan.

CONTACT AND BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION
• Full name

• Home and business address

• Phone number

• E-mail address

• Date of birth

• Citizenship

• Occupation

FAMILY BACKGROUND
• Names of children, if any

• Dates of birth for children

• Whether any children have special needs

• Other family members you support

ASSET AND TRUST INFORMATION
• Residential property (location, owner, value)

• Retirement accounts (beneficiary, value)

• Life insurance (owner, beneficiary, value)

• Bank or brokerage accounts (owner, value)

• Other assets of value (partnership interests, art, etc.)

• Trusts of which you are a beneficiary

• Expected inheritances

• Approximate net worth

COPIES OR ORIGINALS OF EXISTING ESTATE 
PLANNING DOCUMENTS, IF ANY1

• Will

• Revocable Trust

• Irrevocable Trusts - created by you or for your benefit   
by another person (including life insurance trusts)

• Power of attorney

• Health care proxy and living will
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Footnotes

1 It is common for an estate planning attorney to hold original versions of a client’s estate planning documents for safekeeping, particularly Wills.
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